
Sheray Wallace is a long time Meadowood resident, community organizer and activist in the 

Dane County Area.  She brings a wealth of knowledge ranging from youth capacity building, 

violence intervention, domestic violence support, elderly care, and community and medical 

wrap-around services.  Sheray is known for her collaborative spirit and is best known for 

organizing community suppers in the Meadowood Neighborhood as a way of building trust and 

relationships among her neighbors.  In response to challenges impacting the Meadowood 

community, Sheray and fellow community members founded Southwest Madison Community 

Organizers (SWMCO) in 2013.  With grants from the Reilly Baldwin Wisconsin Idea 

Endowment and the Morgridge Center for Public Service’s Matching Grants program SWMCO 

evolved from a group of concerned citizens into a functioning grassroots community organizing 

initiative addressing issues around housing, economic development, transportation issues, food 

systems, racial reconciliation, and youth organizing.   

 

During this same year, Sheray began her journey with Kids Forward (formerly the Wisconsin 

Council on Children and Families) after the efforts she had been leading in the Meadowood 

Community were brought to the attention of the Race to Equity Project team. The Race to Equity 

Community Ambassador Fellowship was created after the release of The Race to Equity Report 

(2013) to ensure the project’s work related to creating a more equitable county via policy 

advocacy, targeted investment, progress goal creation, community accountability and 

collaboration was informed and driven by members of the African American community. As a 

Community Ambassador, Sheray has been a vital component in helping the organization reach 

those most affected by racial disparities in Dane County. After devoting her time to engaging 

community members in important conversations about disparities, she began to hear similar 

stories of elderly women describing their declining health and economic plight.  With themes of 

poverty, eviction and homelessness, incarceration and violence also prevailing among the stories 

she heard, Sheray began to connect the dots seeing how racial inequity and the social 

determinants of health were impacting her community. 

 

Sheray’s passion for eliminating health disparities surfaced at the ripe age of 17 years old after 

losing her sister at 39-years old to a massive heart attack and then subsequently losing her aunt, 

grandmother and grandfather from stroke and high blood pressure. Learning that so many of her 

neighbors and friends were facing similar health challenges brought her passion full circle. In 

response, Sheray expanded her work to respond to the urgent health needs of her neighbors as 

well as the social factors driving their health outcomes. She has been instrumental in securing 

resources for residents in need and establishing wrap-around programing for families which 

included a clothing closet, youth learning space, work and focus space, and private space for 

medical and healthcare related needs through a partnership she co-founded with the East 

Madison Family Resource Center and Madison Public Library. Sheray, working with Orchard 

Ridge Church and Joining Forces for Families (JFF), worked to provide direct advocacy on 

matters related to affordable housing and evictions -- organizing listening sessions to collect and 

document residents stories; and housing clinics to educate residents about their rights and 

connect them with critical resources.  

 

Sheray Wallace drew upon her lived experience and her background as a Certified Nursing 

Assistant to implement strategies to specifically address health disparities. She created the 

Meadowood Health Partnership, which focuses on health education programs related to topics 



such as: diabetes, mental health, trauma, and healthy living that are held at the Meadowood 

Center. She does her work by collaborating with JFF, the faith community, residents, health 

professionals and health organizations like Dr. Eva Vivian, Dr. Jonas Lee and the Access 

Community Health, and other non-profits on the southwest side of Madison. Sheray leads by 

example as she graduated from Dr. Vivian’s health education program, Power to Prevent, and 

leads Peer Mentoring Sessions as a peer health promoter.  

To further build community capacity and enrich her personal knowledge to better serve the 

community, Sheray enrolled in the Milwaukee Area Community Health Worker Training where 

she devoted 100 hours to concepts and principles of basic public health care including health 

promotion and maintenance, chronic disease prevention, and self-care management at the 

community level.  She serves as a link between health and social services in the community by 

providing perspective on proposed health initiatives. As a graduate of the program she is 

Madison’s first licensed community-health worker.  

As an advocate, Sheray ensures to keep the community voice at the center in her conversations 

with institutional stakeholders as she sits on the board of Meadowood Neighborhood 

Association, Equal Opportunities Commission, and Mayoral Leadership meetings.  And with her 

organization, Neighborhood Connectors, she works to be a bridge linking Madison’s community, 

partnering with the Today Not Tomorrow Family Resource Center located at the East Madison 

Community Center. As a trained Restorative Justice Circle Keeper, Sheray was called upon to 

facilitate a session to support positive youth behavior and to mitigate tensions between 

institutional actors and marginalized families.   

Sheray’s activism and collaborative efforts have been lauded by many groups and organizations 

including: the University of Wisconsin-Madison, United Way, Kids Forward, and Justified 

Anger. Most recently Sheray was awarded the prestigious Jeffrey Clay Erlanger Civility in 

Public Discourse Award by the City of Madison.  Sheray is a loving and supportive mother; 

doting grandmother, fierce advocate and committed volunteer for the Meadowood community. 

Asked what motivates her work, Sheray’s response: “When I am able to impact a person in the 

smallest way to reach their goals.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Selected Press:  
 

Dane County Board votes to expand housing for homeless 

https://badgerherald.com/news/2017/02/10/dane-county-board-votes-to-expand-housing-

for-homeless/ 

 

Hundreds march against violence on west side 

https://www.channel3000.com/news/hundreds-march-against-violence-on-west-

side/612889503 

 

Family resource center opens in east Madison with goal of improving birth outcomes 

http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/family-resource-center-opens-in-

east-madison-with-goal-of/article_9d5e9bcc-9ce8-5e7c-b92e-9252a193ed13.htm 

 

County Board approves using former Messner property to create affordable housing 

http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/county-board-approves-using-

former-messner-property-to-create-affordable/article_256e0d74-0488-5179-8192-

2da9cddaafcc.html 

 

Block party brings neighbors together in Theresa Terrace Neighborhood 

http://www.nbc15.com/content/news/Block-party-brings-neighbors-together-in-Theresa-

Terrace-Neighborhood-441698153.html 

 

http://www.capitalcityhues.com/061217TNT.html 

 

March against violence 2013  

https://www.channel3000.com/news/local-news/frustrated-west-side-residents-march-

against-violence/161831066                        

         

How Madison can build great neighborhoods  

http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/photos-cap-times-talk-on-how-madison-can-build-

great/collection_74909e4e-9b0a-5be1-a4f4-cf958bbf5831.html 
     
 

 

 


